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Ideas for Student Summer Reading 2022

Summaries taken from goodreads.

Eves of the Forest
April Henry

YT esd After a bestselling fantasy author disappears, only his biggest fan

EYES

OF THE

believes he’s in danger and has the courage to uncover the truth in
this fast-paced mystery with a chilling psychological twist.

30 Bridget is RM Haldon's biggest fan. His epic fantasy series, Swords
and Shadows, created a lifeline between Bridget and her mom as
she lost her battle with cancer. When Bridget met Haldon at his
only book signing, she impressed the author with her encyclopedic
knowledge of the fantasy world he'd created. Bridget has been working for him
ever since as he attempts to write his final book. Now, Haldon is missing, and
Bridget is the only person who seems concerned. Can Bridget piece together
Haldon’s clues and save him before it’s too late?

You’re So Dead
Ash Parsons

Plum Winter has always come in second to her sister, the
unbelievably cool, famous influencer Peach Winter. And when Peach
Is invited to an all-expenses paid trip to a luxurious art and music
festival for influencers on a private island in the Caribbean, Plum
decides it's finally her time to shine. So she intercepts the invite--and
asks her two best friends Antonia and Marlowe to come along to the
fest with her. It'll be a spring break they'll never forget.

But when Plum and her friends get to the island, it's not anything like it seemed in
the invite. The island is run-down, creepy, and there doesn't even seem to be a
festival--it's just seven other quasi-celebrities and influencers, and none of the glitz
and glamor she expected. Then people start to die...

Plum and her friends soon realize that someone has lured each of them to the
"festival” to kill them. Someone has a vendetta against every person on the island--
and no one is supposed to leave the island alive. So, together, Plum, Antonia, and
Marlowe will do whatever it takes to unravel the mystery of the killer, and fight to
save themselves and as many influencers as they can, before it's too late.
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All Our Hidden Gifts

Caroline O’Donoghue

Maeve’s strangely astute tarot readings make her the talk of the
school, until a classmate draws a chilling and unfamiliar card—and
then disappears.

After Maeve finds a pack of tarot cards while cleaning out a closet
during her in-school suspension, she quickly becomes the most
sought-after diviner at St. Bernadette’s Catholic school. But when
Maeve’s ex—best friend, Lily, draws an unsettling card called The
Housekeeper that Maeve has never seen before, the session devolves into a heated
argument that ends with Maeve wishing aloud that Lily would disappear. When
Lily isn’t at school the next Monday, Maeve learns her ex-friend has vanished
without a trace.

Shunned by her classmates and struggling to preserve a fledgling romance with
Lily’s gender-fluid sibling, Roe, Maeve must dig deep into her connection with the
cards to search for clues the police cannot find—even if they lead to the terrifying
Housekeeper herself. Set in an Irish town where the church’s tight hold has
loosened and new freedoms are trying to take root, this sharply contemporary story
IS witty, gripping, and tinged with mysticism.

Flowers in the Gutter

K. R. Gaddy
Photo-illustrated nonfiction, the story of the Edelweiss Pirates, a - HOWERS
group of working-class teens who not only survived but resisted the — ESasLAL:

Nazis by whatever means they could, even when they knew it could
cost them their lives.

Flowers in the Gutter is told from the points of view Gertrude, Fritz,
and Jean, three young people from working-class neighborhoods in
Cologne, beginning with their pre-school years at the dawn of the
Third Reich in the 1930s. Gaddy shows how political activism was always a part of
their lives and how they witnessed first-hand the toll it took on their parents--and
how they still carried the torch for justice when it was their turn.

Once the war began, Gertrude, Fritz, and Jean and their friends survived and even
resisted in one of the most heavily bombed cities in Germany. Gaddy includes
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tense accounts of fights with Hitler Youth and the Gestapo, of disseminating anti-
Nazi pamphlets, of helping POWs and forced laborers, and even of sabotaging
Nazi factories.

Ultimately, the war ended tragically for several young pirates, and Gaddy shows
how post-war politics and prejudices led to these young men and women being
branded criminals for decades after the war.

Brave Face: A Memoir
Shaun David Hutchinson

L BRAV[‘ Shaun David Hutchinson was nineteen. Confused. Struggling to
‘ FaCe | find the vocabulary to understand and accept who he was and how
s he fit into a community in which he couldn’t see himself. The
voice of depression told him that he would never be loved or
wanted, while powerful and hurtful messages from society told him
that being gay meant love and happiness weren’t for him.

A million moments large and small over the years all came
together to convince Shaun that he couldn’t keep going, that he had no future. And
so he followed through on trying to make that a reality.

Thankfully Shaun survived, and over time, came to embrace how grateful he is and
how to find self-acceptance. In this courageous and deeply honest memoir, Shaun
takes readers through the journey of what brought him to the edge, and what has
helped him truly believe that it does get better.

Call Me American: The Extra Ordinary True Story of a Young

Somali Immigrant
Abdi Nor Iftin

Abdi Nor Iftin first fell in love with America from afar. As a child, cm.l. M[
he learned English by listening to American pop and watching AMER'CAN
action films starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. When U.S. marines
landed in Mogadishu to take on the warlords, Abdi cheered the e Y
arrival of these Americans, who seemed as heroic as those of the i
movies. :
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Sporting American clothes and dance moves, he became known around Mogadishu
as Abdi American, but when the radical Islamist group al-Shabaab rose to power in
2006, it became dangerous to celebrate Western culture. Desperate to make a
living, Abdi used his language skills to post secret dispatches, which found an
audience of worldwide listeners. Eventually, though, Abdi was forced to flee to
Kenya.

In an amazing stroke of luck, Abdi won entrance to the U.S. in the annual visa
lottery, though his route to America did not come easily. Parts of his story were
first heard on the BBC World Service and This American Life. Now a proud
resident of Maine, on the path to citizenship, Abdi Nor Iftin's dramatic, deeply
stirring memoir is truly a story for our time: a vivid reminder of why America still
beckons to those looking to make a better life.

Blackout
Nicola Yoon, Dhonielle Clayton, Angie Thomas, Nic Stone, Ashely Woodfolk,
Tiffany D. Jackson

Six critically acclaimed, bestselling, and award-winning authors
bring the glowing warmth and electricity of Black teen love to this
interlinked novel of charming, hilarious, and heartwarming stories
that shine a bright light through the dark.

A summer heatwave blankets New York City in darkness. But as
the city is thrown into confusion, a different kind of electricity
sparks...

A first meeting. Long-time friends. Bitter exes. And maybe the beginning of
something new.

When the lights go out, people reveal hidden truths. Love blossoms, friendship
transforms, and new possibilities take flight.

Devotion: An Epic Story of Heroism and Friendship

(Adapted for Young Adults)
Adam Makos

A young adult adaptation of the national bestseller that details the true story of two
Navy pilots from divergent racial and economic backgrounds who forge a deep
friendship during the Korean War as they face extraordinary circumstances. Soon
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to be major motion picture starring Jonathan Majors and Glen Powell, with
supporting cast including Joe Jonas.

Lieutenant Tom Hudner and Ensign Jesse Brown, both Navy pilots
during the Korean War in 1950, come from different backgrounds:
Hudner is a white New Englander, a son of privilege; Brown is an
African American son of a sharecropper from Mississippi. When the  §& :
two men join forces in Fighter Squadron 32, they forge a deep An i StoryofHoriam
friendship at a time when racial inequality was prevalent in America.

An unwavering commitment binds Tom and Jesse to each other as well as to their
comrades. The two fly to save a division of US Marines cornered during the battle
at Chosin Reservoir, but catastrophe strikes when one of them is shot down behind
enemy lines and trapped in the wreckage of his plane. The other will face an
unthinkable choice: watch their friend die, or attempt one of history's most
audacious one-man rescue missions. What transpires is harrowing and
heartbreaking, an inspirational story for all time.

White Smoke
Tiffany Jackson

The Haunting of Hill House meets Get Out in this chilling YA
psychological thriller and modern take on the classic haunted
house story from New York Times bestselling author Tiffany D.
@ | Jackson!

Marigold is running from ghosts. The phantoms of her old life keep
haunting her, but a move with her newly blended family from their
small California beach town to the embattled Midwestern city of
Cedarville might be the fresh start she needs. Her mom has accepted a new job
with the Sterling Foundation that comes with a free house, one that Mari now has
to share with her bratty ten-year-old stepsister, Piper.

The renovated picture-perfect home on Maple Street, sitting between dilapidated
houses, surrounded by wary neighbors has its . . . secrets. That’s only half the
problem: household items vanish, doors open on their own, lights turn off, shadows
walk past rooms, voices can be heard in the walls, and there’s a foul smell seeping
through the vents only Mari seems to notice. Worse: Piper keeps talking about a
friend who wants Mari gone.
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But “running from ghosts™ is just a metaphor, right?

As the house closes in, Mari learns that the danger isn’t limited to Maple Street.
Cedarville has its secrets, too. And secrets always find their way through the
cracks.

A Fierce and Subtle Poison
Samantha Mabry

| &t Y
Everyone knows the legends about the cursed girl--Isabel, the one o 4

the sefioras whisper about. They say she has green skin and grass
for hair, and she feeds on the poisonous plants that fill her family’s
Caribbean island garden. Some say she can grant wishes; some say ¥ :S‘UBTI.E'I‘Y

her touch can kill. ' ,
WPOISO

| FIERCE
" AND

Seventeen-year-old Lucas lives on the mainland most of the year
but spends summers with his hotel-developer father in Puerto
Rico. He’s grown up hearing stories about the cursed girl, and he wants to believe
in Isabel and her magic. When letters from Isabel begin mysteriously appearing in
his room the same day his new girlfriend disappears, Lucas turns to Isabel for
answers--and finds himself lured into her strange and enchanted world. But time is
running out for the girl filled with poison, and the more entangled Lucas becomes
with Isabel, the less certain he is of escaping with his own life.

FLOAT
Kate Marchant

. Waverly Lyons has been caught in the middle of her parents’
ﬁ éé&' divorce for as long as she can remember. This summer, the battle
, ~ rages over who she’ll spend her vacation with, and when Waverly’s
/Lo sii options are shot down, it’s bye-bye Fairbanks, Alaska and hello
Holden, Florida to stay with her aunt.

iz ericizrs - Coming from the tundra of the north, the beach culture isn’t exactly
i Waverly’s forte. The sun may just be her mortal enemy, and her
vibe is decidedly not chill. To top it off? Her ability to swim? Nonexistent.

Enter Blake, the (superhot) boy next door. Charming and sweet, he welcomes
Waverly into his circle. For the first time in her life, Waverly has friends, a social
life, and soon enough, feelings . . . for Blake. As the two grow closer, Waverly’s
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fortunes begin to look up. But every summer must come to an end, and letting go is
hardest when you’ve finally found where you belong.

Dissenter on the Bench: Ruth Badner Ginsburg’s Life and Work
Victoria Ortiz

The life and career of the fiercely principled Supreme Court
Justice, now a popular icon, with dramatic accounts of her
landmark cases that moved the needle on legal protection of
human rights, illustrated with b/w archival photographs.

Dramatically narrated case histories from Justice Ginsburg's
stellar career are interwoven with an account of RBG’s life— BENQ!:'.Z
childhood, family, beliefs, education, marriage, legal and

judicial career, children, and achievements—and her many-faceted personality is
captured. The cases described, many involving young people, demonstrate her
passionate concern for gender equality, fairness, and our constitutional rights.

The Passing Playbook
Isaac Fitzsimons

Fifteen-year-old Spencer Harris is a proud nerd, an awesome big
passmg W’mjé"’”é brother and a Messi-in-training. He's also transgender. After
transitioning at his old school leads to a year of bullying, Spencer
gets a fresh start at Oakley, the most liberal private school in Ohio.

At Oakley, Spencer seems to have it all: more accepting
classmates, a decent shot at a starting position on the boy's soccer
team, great new friends, and maybe even something more than
friendship with one of his teammates. The problem is, no one at Oakley knows
Spencer is trans—he's passing.

So when a discriminatory law forces Spencer's coach to bench him after he
discovers the 'F' on Spencer's birth certificate, Spencer has to make a choice: cheer
his team on from the sidelines or publicly fight for his right to play, even if it
means coming out to everyone—including the guy he's falling for.
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Daughter of Sparta
Claire Andrews

| Sparta forged her into a deadly weapon. Now the gods need her to
save the world!

DAUGHT E{R Seventeen-year-old Daphne has spent her entire life honing her

SUMR  body and mind into that of a warrior, hoping to be accepted by the

unyielding people of ancient Sparta. But an unexpected encounter
8 with the goddess Artemis—who holds Daphne's brother's fate in
her hands—upends the life she's worked so hard to build. Nine
mysterious items have been stolen from Mount Olympus, and if Daphne cannot
find them, the gods' waning powers will fade away, the mortal world will descend
into chaos, and her brother's life will be forfeit.

Guided by Artemis's twin—the handsome and entirely-too-self-assured god
Apollo—Daphne's journey will take her from the labyrinth of the Minotaur to the
riddle-spinning Sphinx of Thebes, team her up with mythological legends such as
Theseus and Hippolyta of the Amazons, and pit her against the gods themselves.

A reinterpretation of the classic Greek myth of Daphne and Apollo, Daughter of
Sparta, by debut author Claire M. Andrews turns the traditionally male-dominated
mythology we know into a heart-pounding and empowering female-led adventure.

Sidelined: Sports, Culture, and Being a Woman in America
Julie Dicaro

In a society that is digging deep into the misogyny underlying our
traditions and media, the world of sports is especially fertile
ground. From casual sexism, like condescending coverage of
women's pro sports, to more serious issues, like athletes who abuse
their partners and face only minimal consequences, this area of our
culture is home to a vast swath of gender issues that apply to all of
us--whether or not our work and leisure time revolve around what
happens on the field.

No one is better equipped to examine sports through this feminist lens than sports
journalist Julie DiCaro. Throughout her experiences covering professional sports
for more than a decade, DiCaro has been outspoken about the exploitation of the
female body, the covert and overt sexism women face in the workplace, and the
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male-driven toxicity in sports fandom. Now through candid interviews, personal
anecdotes, and deep research, she's tackling these thorny issues and exploring what
America can do to give women a fair and competitive playing field in sports and
beyond.

Covering everything from the abusive online environment at Barstool Sports to the
sexist treatment of Serena Williams and professional women's teams fighting for
equal pay and treatment, and looking back at pioneering women who first took on
the patriarchy in sports media, Sidelined will illuminate the ways sports present a
microcosm of life as a woman in America--and the power in fighting back.

The Red Palace
June Hur

Joseon (Korea), 1758. There are few options available to
illegitimate daughters in the capital city, but through hard work and
e, study, eighteen-year-old Hyeon has earned a position as a palace
L« nurse. All she wants is to keep her head down, do a good job, and
) perhaps finally win her estranged father's approval.

AL

\ ‘
P ACE But Hyeon is suddenly thrust into the dark and dangerous world of
court politics when someone murders four women in a single night,
and the prime suspect is Hyeon's closest friend and mentor. Determined to prove
her beloved teacher's innocence, Hyeon launches her own secret investigation.

In her hunt for the truth, she encounters Eojin, a young police inspector also
searching for the killer. When evidence begins to point to the Crown Prince
himself as the murderer, Hyeon and Eojin must work together to search the darkest
corners of the palace to uncover the deadly secrets behind the bloodshed.

The Forest of Stolen Girls
June Hur

Hwani's family has never been the same since she and her younger
sister went missing and were later found unconscious in the forest,

near a gruesome crime scene. The only thing they remember: Their
captor wore a painted-white mask.

To escape the haunting memories of this incident, the family flees
their hometown. Years later, Detective Min—Hwani's father—
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learns that thirteen girls have recently disappeared under similar circumstances,
and so he returns to their hometown to investigate... only to vanish as well.

Determined to find her father and solve the case that tore their family apart, Hwani
returns home to pick up the trail. As she digs into the secrets of the small village—
and reconnects with her now estranged sister—Hwani comes to realize that the
answer lies within her own buried memories of what happened in the forest all
those years ago.

Game Misconduct: Hockey’s Toxic Culture and How to Fix It
Evan F. Moore and Jashvina Shah

w1 N0S€ WhO have been lured by the sound of skate blades slicing
==L into fresh ice, by the incomparable speed, split-second decisions,
M.ME and everything-or-nothing attitude of the game know that hockey
MISCONDUGT: can seem like its own world. It's all-consuming and exhilarating,
[ boasting its own language and complex morality code.
LR
amexoewass Y€t in another light, that tight community can turn insular; the
M values of teamwork and humility can manifest as collective silence
in the face of abuse and discrimination, issues which have been brought to the

forefront of the sport as many share their stories for the first time.

In Game Misconduct, reporters Evan Moore and Jashvina Shah reveal hockey's
toxic undercurrent which has permeated the sport throughout the junior, college,
and professional levels. They address the topic with a level of passion that comes
from being rabid hockey fans themselves, and from experiencing its exclusivity
first-hand.

With a sensitive yet incisive approach, this necessary book lays bare the issues of
racism, homophobia, xenophobia, bullying, sexism, and violence on and off the
ice. Readers will learn about notable players and activists fighting for
transformation as well as those beyond the spotlight who are nonetheless deeply
affected by hockey's culture of inaction.

Both a reckoning and a roadmap, Game Misconduct is an essential read for modern
hockey fans, showing the truth of the sport's past and present while offering the
tools to fight for a better future.
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Last Night at the Telegraph Club

Malinda Lo
Seventeen-year-old Lily Hu can’t remember exactly when the LAETTTFII\E“GHT
question took root, but the answer was in full bloom the moment TELEGRAPH

she and Kathleen Miller walked under the flashing neon sign of a
lesbian bar called the Telegraph Club.

America in 1954 is not a safe place for two girls to fall in love,
especially not in Chinatown. Red-Scare paranoia threatens
everyone, including Chinese Americans like Lily. With deportation
looming over her father—despite his hard-won citizenship—Lily and Kath risk
everything to let their love see the light of day.

| Must Betray You

Ruta Sepetys

Romania, 1989. Communist regimes are crumbling across Europe.
Seventeen-year-old Cristian Florescu dreams of becoming a writer,
but Romanians aren’t free to dream; they are bound by rules and
force.

- Amidst the tyrannical dictatorship of Nicolae Ceausescu in a
country governed by isolation and fear, Cristian is blackmailed by
the secret police to become an informer. He’s left with only two
choices: betray everyone and everything he loves—or use his position to creatively
undermine the most notoriously evil dictator in Eastern Europe.

Cristian risks everything to unmask the truth behind the regime, give voice to
fellow Romanians, and expose to the world what is happening in his country. He
eagerly joins the revolution to fight for change when the time arrives. But what is
the cost of freedom?
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